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Minutes

The meeting took place in Montpellier, in Hôtel du Département Alco – Montpellier 1000, rue d’Alco 34087 Montpellier Cedex, 4 on  Friday 30th November 2007 during coffee break time.

Meeting agenda

· state of the art of project activities of each partner. 

· realization of a map regarding sand and gravel depots identified in the Mediterranean basin for the beach nourishment: definition of a common methodology

Participants

Regione Emilia-Romagna

Roberto Montanari

ARPA Ingegneria-Ambientale – Emilia-Romagna 

Mentino Preti

Nunzio De Nigris 

ERVET – Emilia-Romagna Regional Development Agency

Lucia Calliari 

ICM – Institut De Ciències del Mar 

Belén Alonso 

Ruth Duran

University of  Genoa - DIPTERIS

Nicola Corradi 

Ileana Balduzzi  

Democritus University of Thrace

Vassilios Tsihrintzis

Georgios Sylaios

The representative of University “La Sapienza” of Rome – DST, Eleonora Martorelli informed the LP about their impossibility in taking part to the project meeting and sent via e-mail a first draft of the scheme for the sand research on the Continental platform.

Mentino Preti, thanks all the partners for attending the meeting and asks everybody to briefly present the state of the art of the activities carried out and of the results achieved until now.

Belén Alonso, informs that ICM is at present carrying out data analysis and cores analysis (of around 2 metres length) sampled through Gravity Corer. Then she presents the activities  realized in the last months, i.e.: improvement of the cartography of Catalonia platform sand depots; in-depth  analysis of sand and seismic information; implementation of seismic profiles information processing (scanning of seismic profiles, SGY system digital conversion of seismic profiles); detailed cartography of sand depots whose volume has to be quantified (Matarò area); creation of a project and analysis of the seismic profiles converted into Segy format from Kingdom Suite software.
Mentino Preti, presents the activities realized by Arpa Environmental Engineering:

· last Bologna CNR-ISMAR geophysical profiles have been bought and analysed; 

· planning of the new geophysical campaign regarding the already explored continental platform areas in front of Emilia-Romagna region and other new unexplored areas;

· the Chirp III sub-bottom profiling system geophysical campaign of more than 200 km of profiles carried out in July 2007 has been completed;

·  the geoseismic profiles have been analysed;

· planning of the geognostical campaign that foresees 25 cores on 3-4 different areas;

· the tender for contracting the geognostical campaign has been realized.

Nicola Corradi, presents the results of  the marine geology campaign, carried out between August and September 2007. The oceanographic cruise has concurred to perform an high resolution seismic survey (Sub Bottom  Profiler 3.5 KHz and Boomer/Sparker 100-200 Joule) of  70 km length and the recover of 5 vibrocores (between 1.50 – 4.40 m core recovery).

The 2004 (Beachmed) and 2007 (Beachmed-e), 150 km seismic lines, 100 meters spacing, allow us to distinguish the seismostratigraphic features of littoral transgressive deposits of substantial thickness in areas with a thin mud cover, at depths of about 60 and 80 meters.

The preliminary sedimentological results of textural analyses carried out on 48 core levels, indicate that, under a thin muddy cover (maximum three meters), it is possible to find sandy and gravelly layers of littoral deposits.

Vassilios Tsihrintzis, shows a power point presentation of the activities of Democritus University of Thrace. These included among others:

· Two drillings in the area of interest indicating more than 10 m of sand on the bed (Nestos River mouth general area).

· OLEX bathymetric and sea bed hardness survey.

· Side scan sonar imagery of the area.

· Sediment samples at various locations.

· Relief of the sand bank.

· Estimation of sediment volume excavated from seabed for beach nourishment as function of excavation depth. A maximum volume of 40 million m3 of sand was found.

· Estimation of beach nourishment length as function of excavation depth.

Roberto Montanari, as Steering Committee representative underlines the necessity of working out a map regarding the already identified sand and gravel depots, both those already cultivated or of cultivatable and those potentially exploitable in the future. The map should start from the depots identified in the continental platform areas located in front of the Beachmed-e project partner regions to subsequently include all the Mediterranean sea basin.

Mentino Preti, explains that the identified sand depots map, to be realized by partner regions, gives a significant contribution to Beachmed-e project. As for the other Mediterranean regions, it’s important to deal cautiously with it, in consideration of the possible implications with the issuing of permissions regarding sand depots exploitation by each single State involved.

Nicola Corradi, considers that the sand depots map should comply with the criteria set by Directive “2007/2/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 14 march 2007: establishing an Infrastructure for Spatial Information in the European Community (INSPIRE)”, used in the European Project “Cost  Action 638: Investigating and managing the impacts of marine sand and gravel extraction and use” - MAGGNET (The marine aggregate network) subproject.
Ileana Balduzzi, underlines the necessity of following the already consolidated INSPIRE Directive, in order to make the instrument more interesting for its being usable in data base at European level. Try to uniform at least the geodetic reference system, the legend and the meta data could be the first step.

Mentino Preti, thanks everybody for taking part to the meeting.
[image: image1.png]



[image: image2.jpg]!!@HME@-G



[image: image3.jpg]RedaMMe

.-."



